The accessibility of proper names.
In this paper we describe a patient with a severe global dysphasia who provides an example of a category specific access impairment. Using matching to sample techniques it was possible to demonstrate the selective preservation of her ability to comprehend proper nouns coupled with impaired comprehension of common nouns. It was found that for the object names category M.E.D. performed better on the first presentation of an item than she did on subsequent presentations. Her performance was also found to be affected by presentation rate and an analysis of her responses showed marked inconsistency when the same stimuli were administered more than once. This category specific access impairment suggests the relative independence of the cognitive mechanisms responsible for the access of different semantic categories.